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Denon's sombre  
remote features  
a small LCD display

Denon favours a button-free front panel design

DENON AVR-X7200WA ➜ £2,500 approx REVIEWS

PRODUCT: 
9.2-channel Dolby 
Atmos home 
cinema receiver

POSITIONING:  
The highest 
specified of Denon’s 
current AVR range

PEERS:  
Onkyo TX-NR3030; 
Pioneer SC-LX88

AV Info

Edge of 
tomorrow

Steve May welcomes Denon's 
future-proofed top-flight AV 
receiver into his home cinema 

There are fascia controls, but these are 
predictably hidden from plain sight. For 
symmetry, volume and source selection knobs 
sandwich a large, clear display, just as they’ve 
always done since time immemorial. 

Beneath the bonnet, though, this receiver  
is a fevered frenzy of tech, promiscuously 
embracing every aspect of new home cinema 
technology known to man, from immersive 3D 
audio to 4K HDMI. It’s an unapologetic 
evangelist for tomorrow’s movie room. 

Choose your aural weapon
The AVR-X7200WA is a nine-channel design, 
but can handle up to eleven channels with  
the help of additional stereo amplification. 
Naturally, it’s Dolby Atmos-enabled out of  
the box. You can choose a 5.1.4 Dolby Atmos 
configuration (four height speakers, down-
firing ceiling models or upfiring Dolby-
enabled), or a 7.1.2 (two heights). It’s also 
firmware upgradable to Auro-3D, and later  
this year will similarly accommodate DTS:X. 
The good news is the boffins at Denon tell me 
that there’s room for both firmware top-ups, 
so you won’t need to choose between them.  
In current integrated AVR terms, it's unique.

Connectivity is extensive. There are seven 
rear-placed HDMI inputs able to handle 4K 
60Hz. You also get three HDMI outputs,  
two for dual screen/projector use plus an 
additional zone. Beneath the front flap is  
a bonus HDMI, plus composite AV and USB.  
The receiver will upscale sources to 1080p  
and 2160p/60Hz.

DENON’S AVR-X7200WA APPEARS 
deceptively conservative – its design is  
prim and uncluttered. Looking at it, you 
wouldn't know it was the most cutting-edge 
multichannel audio machine on the market.
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This is what the back of a 
serious AVR looks like...

REVIEWS

There are also four digital audio inputs  
(two coaxial, two optical), plus Denon Link HD, 
which is used in tandem with a compatible 
Denon disc spinner (if you have one – I don’t) 
for a jitter-reduced connection.

The receiver has integrated Wi-Fi and 
Bluetooth. Two optional antenna are provided. 

A word of clarification. In all likelihood, new 
buyers will end up bagging an AVR-X7200WA. 
This is an updated iteration of the AVR-
X7200W, featuring HDCP 2.2 copy protection 
required for use with UHD Blu-ray and 
broadcast services when they begin. The 'A' 
suffix indicates there’s the latest Panasonic 
HDMI interface onboard, which offers HDCP 
2.2 with full 4:4:4 colour subsampling. If you 
have a first-generation X7200W (that amp 
was launched earlier this year), Denon offers 
an upgrade which requires a physical HDMI 
board swap, at a cost of £150. You might still 
find that model on sale for a while. Note that  
if you don't opt to get the HDCP 2.2 overhaul,  
the X7200W will still be ready for DTS:X.

At the weigh in...
While this is Denon’s top-line AVR, it’s neither 
overly large nor super-hefty, tipping the scales 
at a manageable 17.1kg. Thankfully it doesn’t 
sound like a lightweight. 

There’s no 11-channel AVR (to rival Onkyo's 
TX-NR3030) positioned above the X7200WA, 
so some level of compromise will be required 
when it comes to speaker deployment. For the 
bulk of our audition, this amp was run in a 7.1.2 
Atmos configuration. 

Build quality is high. The unit features  
a left/right-separated internal design and 
sports custom-made Denon High Current 
Transistors. But this Denon doesn’t just 

impress through hardware. To win over  
users, AVR engineers of late have had to make 
their kit a good deal more approachable  
than they did in the past. To this end, Denon 
proffers the Setup Assistant, which handholds 
post-unboxing.  

The overall UX is nice. Engage Setup and 
your video source is overlaid, so you don't lose 
track of who’s doing what to whom on Big 
Brother. The Setup menu itself sub-divides 
into Audio, Video, Inputs, Speakers, Network, 
General and the aforementioned Assistant, 
which facilitates speaker setup, calibration, 
networking and input management.  
To help shoelace the unit, the receiver 
graphically illustrates where to stick your 
wires. There's also pictorial height speaker 
prompting for a variety of solutions – front, 
top, middle, rear. It’s much better than having 
to refer to a manual…

➜ The UI overlays your video source, and offers 
plenty of sub-menus to drill into

DOLBY TRUEHD/ATMOS: Yes
DTS-HD MASTER AUDIO: Yes (plus support for 

DTS:X via firmware)
THX: No

MULTICHANNEL INPUT: Yes. 7.1
MULTICHANNEL PRE-AMP OUTPUT: Yes. 11.2
POWER OUTPUT (CLAIMED): 9 x 150W (into 

8 Ohms)
MULTIROOM: Yes. 3 zones

AV INPUTS: 5 x composite; 5 x digital audio (2 x 
optical; 2 x coaxial; 1 x Denon Link HD)

HDMI: 8 x inputs; 3 x outputs (v2.0 with  
HDCP 2.2)

VIDEO UPSCALING: Yes. To 3,840 x 2,160
COMPONENT VIDEO: 3 x inputs; 1 x output

DIMENSIONS: 434(w) x 437(d) x 195(h)mm
WEIGHT: 17.1 kg

ALSO FEATURING: Integrated Bluetooth and 
Wi-Fi 2.4GHz; twin subwoofer output; Apple OS 
and Android control apps; iOS wireless sharing; 
Audyssey MultEQ XT32 Pro Room EQ with LFC; 

audio file playback including FLAC and DSD; 
Ethernet; 2 x USB; Apple AirPlay; 12V trigger, AM/
FM tuner; Spotify Connect; HDMI passthrough in 

standby; DTS:X support planned via firmware; 
Auro-3D optional firmware upgrade available

Denon AVR-X7200WA
➜ £2,500 approx ➜ www.denon.co.uk  

➜ Tel: 02890 279830
HIGHS: Inclusive codec support; 4K HDMI with 

HDCP 2.2 support; dynamic multichannel 
delivery; versatile nine-channel design

LOWS: Limited online music service options; no 
THX processing; only the AVR-X7200WA model 

supports HDCP 2.2 out of the box

On the menu

Specifications

 Verdict

Performance

Design

Features

Overall

Auto calibration is provided through 
Audyssey MultEQ XT32. This can measure  
up to eight points around the listening position. 
Once done, you can elect to engage Dynamic 
EQ for late-night listening (that's always an 
'Off' for me), although in truth it is an effective 
way to iron out dynamics when you don't want 
to disturb others.

MultEQ XT32 proves to be pretty useful, 
thanks to a variety of filtered modes. 
Reference has a slight roll off, to remove the 
sibilance found on some movie soundtracks; 
L/R Bypass removes Audyssey processing 
from the front left/right channels (possibly  
a good option for music), while Flat adjusts 
calibration for playback in smaller rooms. 
Naturally, you can defeat the whole shebang  
if you want. In my listening room, MultEQ  
had a pronounced impact on the tonality  
of dialogue (better with than without).  

It’s certainly worth experimenting with the 
various options. 

Dancing on the ceiling
As mentioned, the AVR-X7200WA can be 
optionally upgraded for Auro-3D (this costs 
€149). In truth this is actually the most 
awkward of all the 3D audio speaker 
configurations to retrofit, as it necessitates  
a two-tier stacked surround speaker layout, 
possibly augmented by a ceiling VoG (Voice  
of God). The height second layer basically sits 
above your existing 5.1 layout, creating a wall 
of sound, rather than the ceiling showering 
favoured by Atmos.

This Denon can run an Auro-3D 
configuration, without VoG speaker, without 
additional amplification, and still have power 
spare to drive two rear backs, which are not 
used in Auro-3D soundmixes.

While there is precious little Auro-3D 
software around, you can apply the processing 
to other sound formats. Other post-processing 
options include Multichannel Stereo, Super 
Stadium, Rock Arena, Jazz Club, Classic 
Concert, Matrix, Virtual and DTS Neo:X Music.

The AVR is rated at 150W-per-channel  
(into 8 Ohms) in multichannel mode. However, 
when run two-channel there's a huge spike in 
muscle – it's as if Dwayne Johnson has just 
usurped the volume control. Consequently, 

take care when hoping from multichannel 
playback to stereo. The aural jolt to your 
nervous system is one thing; your speakers 
may not recover quite so quickly.

The Dolby Surround mode, which now 
upscales everything to take advantage of 
Atmos height processing, is actually rather 
entertaining. With Queen Live at the Rainbow 
'74 (CD), it does a great job of recreating the 
confines of the Finsbury Park venue without 
the need for exaggerated delay, so common 
with traditional DSP. Roger Taylor's skins are 
locked centre-stage, while Brian May's 
fast-riffing guitar appears to bounce off the 
walls before chomping left and right. 

Of course, those classic Dolby Atmos 
trailers also prove gorgeously immersive.  
The Leaf tease from Dolby’s Atmos demo  
disc, surrounds you with jungle ambiance and 
unseen buzzing bugs, before the titular foliage 
cracks front right, in a single moment defining 
the entire soundscape.

Atmos Blu-rays beguile, too. In Hunger 
Games: Mockingjay Part One, when Katniss 

heads to the transport ship in the opening reel, 
the sonic imaging within the hangar offered by 
this Denon is epic. There’s a glorious soup of 
alarms which pan across your head, while 
hydraulics rise from the platform centre stage 
as the score gains tempo around. It’s relish  
for the senses, even though nothing much is 
actually happening onscreen. When those 
turbines fire up, there's no little doubt in your 
mind that this is heavy machinery taking flight. 

Don't make the mistake of thinking that the 
Dolby Atmos channel is just there to provide 
ambiance either. When Katniss stands witness 
to the devastation of the hospital grounds,  
it’s the Atmos channel doing the emotional 
lifting, providing a conduit for the plaintive, 
mournful score.

Of course, with scant little Dolby Atmos 
software, this AVR will for the most part be 
used to upscale existing multichannel mixes.  
In Dawn of the Planet of the Apes, the opening 
deer hunt has the Atmos channels acting as 
acoustic fill-in. It’s effective, but in and of itself 
is not entirely compelling.

Not that you need 3D audio to justify buying 
the AVR-X7200WA. Its performance with 
regular multichannel is heroic enough. Fed 
undiluted DTS-HD Master Audio, this receiver 
sparkles. As the Tesseract (Avengers Assemble, 
Blu-ray) turns itself on, there's a luscious deep 
LFE power surge, and dynamic energy arcs 
across the back channel before Loki's arrival. 
Something portentous is about to occur, and 
this Denon hammers home the point with 
weight, poise and efficient placement.

Connected services are not a strong point, 
though. The Online Music button on the 
zapper connects you to internet radio and 
Flickr photo sharing. Apart from that, the 
cupboard is pretty bare. Still, the AVR does 
have one final trick – it's Spotify Connect 
compatible. Provided you have your 
smartphone on the same network as the 
X7200WA, you can cast tunes directly to the 
receiver. The TV UI displays cover art, while  
the AVR relays track details.

Dynamic superhero
With enough power to drive a large home 
theatre, and the dynamics to sweeten 
popcorn blockbusters, the AVR-X7200WA 
offers plenty of multichannel thrills. While an 
integrated 11-channel design would be 
advantageous, this Denon at least supports 
expansion through additional amplification. 
HDMI 2.0 with HDCP 2.2 means it’s also well 
provided for when it comes to connectivity. 
But where the receiver currently steals a 
march on its competition is all-encompassing 
codec support. Auro-3D is a bit of a wild card, 
but the guarantee of DTS:X is a huge win.  
This is undoubtedly a smashing-sounding 
AVR, but the confidence-inducing architecture 
Denon has employed beneath the lid may  
yet prove to be its biggest claim to fame n    

‘Enough power to  
drive a large home 
theatre and the 
dynamics to sweeten 
popcorn blockbusters'


